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DETAILED ACTION 

This Action is in response to Application Number 09/810,625 received on 19 March 
2001. 

Claims 1-55 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sonnenreich (U.S. Patent Number 5,974,446). 

1 . Regarding claim 1 , Sonnenreich discloses a computer implemented method of 
sharing information among members of a group, the method comprising: 

storing information about all current members of a group (Sonnenreich, col. 6, 
lines 60-67); 

receiving instructions from at least one current member to invite at least one 
prospective member to join the group (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 25-30, Sonnenreich 
teaches a member being able to send an instruction to send a message to a user that is 
not part of the system); 

sending an invitation to the prospective member to join the group (Sonnenreich, 
col. 4, lines 25-30); 
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receiving an affirmative response from the prospective member (Sonnenreich, 
col. 4, lines 35-45); 

adding the prospective member to of the group as a new member (Sonnenreich, 
col. 4, lines 17-25); and 

automatically updating services to current members to account for the new 
member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 18-25). 

2. Regarding claim 2, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein sending the invitation comprising 
using an e-mail message (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 30-35). 

3. Regarding claim 3, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein sending the invitation comprises 
using an instant message (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 35-41). 

4. Regarding claim 4, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein sending the invitation comprises 
using an on-line chat room (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 3-10). 

5. Regarding claim 5, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein receiving the affirmative response 
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comprises receiving the response as an e-mail message (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 30- 
35, Sonnenreich teaches the use of email). 

6. Regarding claim 6, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein receiving the affirmative response 
comprises receiving the response as an instant message (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 35- 
41). 

7. Regarding claim 7, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein receiving the response comprises 
receiving the response in an on-line chat room (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 3-10). 

8. Regarding claim 8, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein automatically updating 
services comprises providing a list of current members that includes the new member 
(Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 18-25). 

9. Regarding claim 9, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 1, including wherein automatically updating services 
comprises providing information in an address book that includes address information 
for the new member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 30-35, Sonnenreich teaches sending 
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email messages to users, inherently meaning that the chat room includes an address 
book). 



10. Regarding claim 10, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations, substantially as 
claimed, as described in claim 9, including updating the address book based upon 
information entered by the current members of the group (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 18- 
25). 

11. Regarding claim 14, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1 , including wherein automatically updating services 
comprises providing an on-line forum for current members of the group to chat with 
other current members of the group including the new member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, 
lines 1-10). 

12. Regarding claim 15, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including wherein automatically updating services 
comprises enabling current members of the group to send instant messages to other 
current members of the group including the new member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 35- 
40). 



13. Regarding claims 16-21 , Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1 , including wherein members of the group can share 
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data files with each other, wherein the data files include multimedia (Sonnenreich, col. 
4, lines 44-50) and text files (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 1-10, 25-44). 

14. Regarding claim 22, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1 , including offering new services based upon the current 
members of the group including the new member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 18-25, 
Sonnenreich teaches the a list containing the members currently online and in the 
group). 

1 5. Regarding claim 23, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including wherein automatically updating services 
comprises providing information in an instant messaging buddy list that includes 
information for the new member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 18-25, Sonnenreich teaches 
the a list containing the members currently online and in the group). 

16. Regarding claim 24, Sonnenreich discloses a communication system for sharing 
information among members of a group including providing updated services to current 
members including new members and also the server processing information about the 
current members of the group who are online and displays a list of their names 
(Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 18-30) allowing them to communicate with the group 
administrator (server) to deliver and exchange information (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 
25-46). 



Application/Control Number: 09/81 0,625 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2143 

17. Regarding claim 25, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 24, including wherein the group administrator further 
comprises: 

a group member profile server for updating data related to current members 
including the new member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 18-25); and 

a database connected to the group member profile server for storing data related 
to current members including the new member (Sonnenreich, col. 5, lines 45-57). 

1 8. Regarding claim 26, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 24, including wherein the group communicator further 
comprises: 

an instant message host in communication with a client system (Sonnenreich, 
col. 4, lines 35-45); and 

a login server in communication with a client system and the instant message 
host for determining whether the client is authorized to access the instant message host 
(Sonnenreich, col. 6, lines 60-67). 

19. Regarding claim 27, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 26, including wherein the instant message host further 
comprises: 

an instant message server for sending and receiving data (Sonnenreich, col. 4, 
lines 35-45); and 
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a domain server cooperating with the instant message server for providing 
supporting functions of the instant message host (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 35-45). 

20. Regarding claim 28, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 27, including wherein the instant message host further 
comprises a routing gateway connected to the instant message server (Sonnenreich, 
col. 4, lines 35-45). 

21 . Regarding claims 29-33, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 24, including a login server providing a graphical user 
interface for members of the system. Clients must provide personal identification and 
information to gain access and start exchanging information (Sonnenreich, col. 6, lines 
25-67). 

22. Regarding claim 34, Sonnenreich discloses a graphical user interface for inviting 
a prospective member of a group to join the group, the graphical user interface 
comprising: 

an invitation for the prospective member to join the group (Sonnenreich, col. 4, 
lines 25-45, Sonnenreich teaches members of the group being able to communicate to 
people that are not apart of the system); 

a name of the group (Sonnenreich, col. 3, lines 49-67, Sonnenreich teaching 
group information); 
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a list of one or more current members of the group (Sonnenreich, col. 3, lines 50- 
60); and 

a tool for the prospective member to respond to the invitation (Sonnenreich, col. 
4, lines 18-45). 

23. Regarding claim 35, Sonnenreich discloses a computer program, stored on a 
computer readable medium, comprising instructions for: 

storing information about more than one current member of a group in a 
database (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 15-25, col. 5, lines 45-52); 

receiving instructions from at least one current member to invite at least one 
prospective member to join the group (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 25-45, Sonnenreich 
teaches users being able to contact people not using the system); 

sending an invitation to the prospective member to join the group (Sonnenreich, 
col. 4, lines 25-45, Sonnenreich teaches users being able to contact people not using 
the system); 

receiving a response from the prospective member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 
25-45, Sonnenreich teaches users being able to contact people not using the system 
through email or instant message);; 

adding the prospective member to the group as a new member based upon 
receipt of an affirmative response (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 15-25); and 
automatically updating services to current members to account for the new member 
(Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 15-25). 
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24. Regarding claim 36, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 35, including wherein the computer readable medium is a 
disc (Sonnenreich, col. 8, lines 14-16). 

25. Regarding claim 37, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 35, including wherein the computer readable medium is a 
client device (Sonnenreich, col. 8, lines 14-16). 

26. Regarding claim 38, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 35, including wherein the computer readable medium is a 
host device (Sonnenreich, col. 5, lines 45-52). 

27. Regarding claim 39, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 35, including wherein the computer readable medium is a 
propagated signal (Sonnenreich, col. 8, lines 20-30). 

28. Regarding claim 40, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1 , including wherein the current members of the group 
comprise members of a family (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 15-25, Sonnenreich teaches a 
list of the current members of the group, wherein it is inherent that the list includes 
members of a family if members of a family are online and part of the group). 



Application/Control Number: 09/810,625 
Art Unit: 2143 



Page 1 1 



29. Regarding claim 41 , Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1 , including wherein the prospective member comprises a 
relative of a current member of the group (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 15-25, Sonnenreich 
teaches a list of the current members of the group, wherein it is inherent that the list 
includes relatives if relatives are online and part of the group). 

30. Regarding claim 42, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including in which storing information about all 
members of a group comprises storing information about all members of a private group 
(Sonnenreich, col. 3, lines 50-53). 

31 . Regarding claim 43, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including in which storing information about all 
members of a group comprises storing information about all members of a public group 
(Sonnenreich, col. 3, lines 55-67). 

32. Regarding claim 44, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including wherein the invitation comprises a 
personalized message to the prospective member (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 35-45). 

33. Regarding claim 54, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including providing a notification of the response 
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to one or more current members (Sonnenreich, col. 4, lines 18-25, Sonnenreich teaches 
the list staying current). 

34. Regarding claim 55, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including treating the new member as a current 
member (Sonnenreich, col. 4 ? lines 18-25, Sonnenreich teaches the list staying current, 
wherein the new member becomes part of the list). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sonnenreich in view of obviousness. 

35. Regarding claims 11-13, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including wherein groups that represent classes have 
additional features such as lectures, assignments and online discussion sessions 
(Sonnenreich, col. 2, last paragraph, col. 6, lines 10-15) and wherein group members 
contribute information to the populate the topic information database (Sonnenreich, col. 
5, lines 45-50). Sonnenreich also discloses being able to send messages through 
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instant message or email, which can be used to invite members into the group. 
However, Sonnenreich does not explicitly state providing information entered by group 
members and recorded in a calendar. However, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate a calendar into 
Sonnenreich for the benefit of group members to keep track of online discussion 
sessions, lectures and assignments. 

Claims 45-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sonnenreich in view of Simonoff (U.S. Patent Number 5,974,446). 

36. Regarding claims 45-53, Sonnenreich discloses the limitations substantially as 
claimed as described in claim 1, including client identification information that permits 
access to selected information topics (Sonnenreich, col. 5, lines 45-47). Sonnenreich 
does not explicitly state wherein a group founder authorizes invitations to prospective 
members and has the power to add and delete users from the group and promoting and 
demoting group members. 

In an analogous art, Simonoff discloses a White Board System facilitating 
collaboration between a plurality of users wherein a system administrator has control 
over the users logged in to the system which includes the ability to delete users from the 
system (Simonoff, col. 24, last paragraph). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate having a 
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group administrator to have control over the group in order for the group to be managed 
and the interaction between clients can be controlled (Simonoff, col. 6, lines 15-20). 



Conclusion 

37. Regarding the claims of the invention, Applicant is only claiming basic functions 
of chat rooms and instant messaging services provided by many Internet Service 
Providers, including CompuServe, Yahoo, America Online, which all have publications 
prior to Applicant's invention. Besides the art rejection above, Examiner would like to 
point out other prior art which was made of record but not relied upon and is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

a. America Online Simplified, Second Edition, John Wiley & Sons (March 24, 
2000) describes the elements of chat rooms and instant messaging. 

b. Goldfinger et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,449,344) discloses a 
communication system wherein a plurality of clients are connected to a 
communications network. 
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Examiner would also like to point out the references cited page, which includes other 
references related to Applicant's claimed invention. 

38. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is (703)305- 
8756. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (703)308-5221 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

J. Bret Dennison 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 
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